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FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO

Taking grassroots advocacy

to the next level

EACH MAY, I attend the
National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association’s
Legislative Conference in
Washington, D.C. While
there, I join colleagues and
board members from elec-
tric co-ops throughout the
country to help transform
membership resolutions
into action on Capitol Hill.

In other words, we visit
with the members of Con-
gress who represent our respective ter-
ritories to discuss the issues affecting
our co-op members.

As long as I've been involved with elec-
tric co-ops (and I hate to admit how long
that is), we have consistently “moved the
political needle” through these activities.

This year, I want to keep the confer-
ence’s momentum rolling by getting
you, the membership, more involved in
the matters that will impact future
energy policy and your electric service.

If you haven't already, I encourage
you to take part in the Our Energy, Our
Future® campaign. Visit www.ouren-
ergy.coop and consider sending an email
telling Congress to prevent the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency from
using the Clean Air Act as a tool for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

by Wayne Miller
President & CEO

The Clean Air Act was never
intended or designed to deal with cli-
mate change. It’s the role of our U.S.
senators and representatives to legislate
greenhouse gas policy that is fair for all
Americans and keeps electric bills
affordable.

I would also encourage you to partic-
ipate in Co-op Owners for Political
Action, a group that allows you to take
an active role in the Action Committee
for Rural Electrification (ACRE) and to
support the campaigns of congressional
and state legislative candidates who are
on board with electric co-op issues.
Contact the co-op at 800/432-0680 for
more information.

When President Franklin Roosevelt
created the federal Rural Electrification
Administration 75 years ago, he set into
motion perhaps the greatest technologi-
cal achievement of the 20th century -
bringing safe, reliable and affordable
electric service to all corners of the
United States.

This year, let’s honor that accom-
plishment by continuing what Roosevelt
called “the brave march forward” and
recharge our grassroots political advo-
cacy efforts. After all, it’s up to us to
determine the kind of electric service
our children and grandchildren will
inherit. §8
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Ask the energy expert

What is the most important thing | can do to im-
prove the energy efficiency of my older home?

Sealing and insulating the “envelope” or “shell”
of your home — its outer walls, ceiling, windows,
doors and floors — is often the most cost-effective
way to improve energy efficiency and comfort.

Did you know that you can save up to 20 per-
cent on heating and cooling costs by sealing and
insulating? The best way to accomplish this is by
taking the following measures:

Choose Energy Star-qualified replacement
windows and efficient, thermal doors.

Seal air leaks throughout the home to stop
drafts. Many air leaks and drafts are easy to find
because they are easy to feel — like those around
windows and doors. But holes hidden in attics,
basements and crawl spaces are usually bigger
problems. Sealing these leaks with caulk, spray
foam or weather stripping will have a great impact
on reducing utility bills.

Add proper insulation. Insulation performance
is measured by R-value — its ability to resist air
flow. Higher R-values mean more insulating
power. Insulation works best when air is not mov-
ing through or around it. So it is very important to
seal air leaks before installing insulation. To get
the biggest savings, the easiest place to add insula-
tion is usually in the attic. Look across your
uncovered attic floor. If your insulation is level
with or below the attic floor joists, you probably
need to add more. The recommended level for
most attics is R-38 (or about 12-15 inches).

If you lack the funds to make improvements to
your home, Valley offers low-interest loans for quali-
fied projects. If you meet certain income guidelines,
you may find assistance through your county’s
weatherization agency. Also remember that the fed-
eral government is offering a tax credit of 30 percent
or up to $1,500 for energy-efficient home upgrades.
For details, visit www.energystar.gov.

Travis Kuhstos, Valley Rural Electric Co-op's
energy specialist, answers consumers' ques-
tions about their energy use and offers advice
on how to save. If you would like to submit a
question to the energy specialist, email
memberservices @valleyrec.com or call
800/432-0680. Answers may be published in
an upcoming edition of Penn Lines.
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Co-op operations manager
retires after 42 years of service

By SuUSAN R. PENNING

Director of Member Services

“WELL ... I've shoveled a lot of
snow.” That’s how Jeff Garner
describes most of the time he’s spent
as a newly retired Valley employee.

Jeff bid farewell late last fall
after a 42-year career at the co-op.
Now that winter is over, he says
he’s able to fully enjoy his new-
found free time.

“I've been walking each morn-
ing at 6:30 a.m. — about 3.7 miles.”
His path takes him around Mar-
tinsburg, Blair County, the town
where he was born and now lives
with his wife, Beth.

With his new, flexible schedule,
Jeffis able to visit his parents, Don
and Helen Garner, four times a week
at Homewood Retirement Village.

He also serves on the Martins-
burg Sewer & Water Authority and
on the property committee at his
church. And he heads up the local
VFW committee that distributes
graveside flags each Memorial Day.

As far as hobbies, Jeff’s been
organizing some valuable coins
that his father saved. He’s also been
honing his photography skills.

“I like to take pictures of people
and nature,” he notes.

Jeff often takes his camera on
rails-to-trails bicycle rides.

The avid outdoorsman has some
bigger ideas for his future, too.

“I'd like to visit the west coast
and Rocky Mountains,” he says.
“There’s a lot of the United States I
want to explore.”

Not unlike the roads he plans
to travel, Jeff’s life has taken some
interesting turns along the way.

A 1965 Tussey Mountain High
School graduate, Jeff attended
Hagerstown Junior College in pur-
suit of a physical education degree.
He worked at a paper mill to pay
the bills. In 1967, he switched gears
and joined the Army Reserve, serv-
ing for six years in a Huntingdon

»ME" TIME: Recent Valley retiree Jeff
Garner, an avid outdoorsman, readies his
rifle for hunting season.

County-based engineering com-
pany. During that time, he also
married his high school sweetheart,
Beth. The couple was later blessed
with two daughters and three
grandchildren.

Jeff began his co-op career in
August 1967 as a laborer in the
Huntingdon district. He trimmed
rights-of-way; assisted line crews and
started learning the lineman’s ropes.

In 1970, the Martinsburg dis-
trict expanded and Jeff filled a
position there. For the next 38
years, he worked through the
ranks of apprentice and journey-
man lineman, crew chief, district
supervisor and district manager.

In February 2008, he accepted
the position of operations manager
at the co-op’s corporate office in
Huntingdon. There, he finished a
long, successful career.

Jeff enjoys this new chapter in
his life, but he says he misses the
co-op connections.

“I loved the people — members
and employees. It was such a fan-
tastic experience,” he says with a
smile.

Jeff’s thoughtfulness and opti-
mism will be missed throughout
the co-op. For his decades of dedi-
cated service, the staff and board
wish him good health and happi-
ness in retirement. %



