Valley
Rural Electric
Cooperative, Inc.

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative RT

VALLEY
- V'REC

One of 14 electric cooperatives
serving Pennsylvania and New Jersey

Valley Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc.
10700 Fairgrounds Road
P.O. Box 477
Huntingdon, PA 16652-0477
814-643-2650
1-800-432-0680
www.valleyrec.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

James Stauffer
Chairman
Allegheny Director

Leroy Barnes
Vice Chairman
PREA Director

Cindy Bigelow
Secretary

Randall Huntsman
Treasurer

Gregory Henry
Robert Holmes
Linda McMath
Kevin States
Joanne Whitsel

Corporate Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Huntingdon/Martinsburg/Shade Gap
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Outages & Emergencies
1-800-432-0680

COOPERATIVECONNECTION

Guest Column

IF YOU'VE followed our Penn Lines
pages, browsed Valley Rural Electric
Cooperative’s (REC) website or attended
our annual meetings, you've surely
noticed we tend to talk about our prin-
ciples — the Seven Cooperative Princi-
ples: open and voluntary membership;
democratic member control; members’
economic participation; autonomy and
independence; education, training, and
information; cooperation among coop-
eratives; and concern for community.
Though they're all important, the
summer season particularly high-
lights the seventh one — concern
for community — for Valley REC. It
seems from the end of the school year
to the start of another, we're especially
focused on our friends and neighbors.
At the end of this school year, we
had the privilege of presenting Brighter
Future Scholarship certificates to
seniors at several area high schools.
Each year, Valley REC awards 15 of
these $1,000 scholarships. We wish
all the best to these graduating seniors
and our two adult learner recipients.
We're happy to report our Annual
Benefit Golf Outing was back in full
swing after COVID-19 either delayed
or reduced the size of the event over
the past two years. We want to thank
all our donors and sponsors for mak-
ing this a success (see pages 14b-d for
more information).
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Good people and
good things

By Doug Roles, Vice President of Member Services

Normally, the summer sees us send a
group of high school juniors to Wash-
ington, D.C., for the annual National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association
Youth Tour. COVID-19 also curtailed
this program in 2022, but we have our
fingers crossed for a return to normal
for next summer. Keep an eye on your
Penn Lines pages this fall for recruit-
ment information.

Summer also means county fairs.

As usual, we have a booth at the
Huntingdon County Fair and the
Juniata County Fair. If you go to either
of these expositions, stop by and say
hello to our staff. Getting out to fairs
gives us one more way to meet members
while supporting these longtime
community gatherings. We're always
eager to see old friends and meet new
members of the community.

Concern for community is essen-
tial to who we are as cooperatives.

We serve our community not only by
being an essential service, but also by
helping to power our local economy.
Whether through economic develop-
ment, volunteerism or donations to
local causes, we invest in this com-
munity because it'’s our home, too. It
been said that cooperatives bring good
people together to make good things
happen in the community. We hope
you feel that way about us, your local
electric co-op. &
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Annual Valley REC golf tournament benefits

By Doug Roles
Vice President of Member Services

two local youngsters, co-op

EMPLOYEES and friends of Valley
Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) took
to the golf course in June for a tourna-
ment benefiting two local youngsters
and a co-op lineworker.

The cooperative closed its corpo-
rate office and all three district offices
on Thursday, June 23, as employees
joined golfers and other supporters
at Valley’s Annual Benefit Golf Out-
ing, held at the Huntingdon Country
Club. The event benefited 9-year-old
Karmyn Scott of Huntingdon, who is
being treated for a brain tumor; 9-year-
old Sylus Fellman of Petersburg,
who has a rare disorder that damages
nerves; and Curt White, a Valley REC
lineman from Mount Union, who is
battling multiple myeloma, a plasma
cell cancer.

The co-op held a scaled-down ver-
sion of the golf outing in 2020 because
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Last year’s

CONCERN FOR CO-WORKER: Valley REC lineman Curt White, right, is among those who bene-

liIneworker
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fited from the co-op's recent golfing fundraiser. He is shown here with his son, Andrew, middle, and
Valley REC President & CEO Rich Bauer. Curt is battling multiple myeloma, a plasma cell cancer.

“Each year, 'm amazed by the generosity of
our sponsors and golfers as well as the effort
put forth by our employees to make this

tournament a success.”

— Rich Bauer, Valley REC President & CEO

event was mostly back to normal. The
only difference was that it was held
in August as the pandemic created
continued uncertainty about event
planning.

“Each year, I'm amazed by the
generosity of our sponsors and golfers
as well as the effort put forth by our
employees to make this tournament
a success,” Valley REC President &
CEO Rich Bauer says. “We want to
thank our longtime supporters and
those new to our event for, hopefully,
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creating a good day on what has been a
long road for Karmyn, Sylus and Curt
and their families.”

The cooperative’s 11th annual golf
event raised approximately $45,000.
The recipients will split the proceeds
after expenses. Valley’s golf outing has
raised nearly $285,000 to date.

The shotgun-start best-ball tour-
nament saw a flight of morning and
afternoon golfers take to the links. The
morning group teed off at 8, while the
afternoon flight began play at 1.
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The winning team for the morning
flight was the Ed Strickler Team, com-
prised of Ed Strickler, Ryan Strickler,
Noah Strickler and Al Weyant. The
afternoon flight winning team was the
Marks Brothers Team, comprised of
Lantz Thompson, Luke Thompson,
Scott Ulrich and Pat Goodman. Both
winning teams shot a 49 score. Players
were able to purchase “cheats” — such
as an extra swing or ball move — as
part of the fundraiser, which included
a silent auction of a wide variety of
donated items.

Karmyn is the daughter of Tony and
Jessica Scott. In November 2021, she
was diagnosed with a medulloblastoma,
a brain tumor that affects the prima-
ry nervous system. She immediately
had surgery and weeks of radiation
treatment followed by chemotherapy.
As sometimes happens after tumor re-
moval, Karmyn developed a syndrome



that impacts speech and
motor skills and requires
occupational and physical
therapy. Karmyn has seven
siblings, five of whom were
adopted by the Scotts,
including a special needs
child. She continues to un-
dergo treatment, traveling to
Pittsburgh for infusions.
Sylus lives in Petersburg
with his mother, Heather.
He has juvenile metachro-
matic leukodystrophy
(MLD), a rare hereditary
disorder that destroys the
myelin sheath around
nerves, particularly in the
brain and spinal cord. Sylus
has undergone chemotherapy
and a bone marrow trans-
plant, and has a difficult
road ahead. Treatments have
impacted his speech. Sylus
was diagnosed in June 2021.
Curt joined Valley REC’s
employee team in 1990,
starting on a tree-trimming
crew and working his way
up to journeyman line-
man and crew leader. He
often assisted the Member
Services Department in
presenting career day and
safety demonstrations to
local elementary school
students. In spring 2020, he
was diagnosed with multiple

myeloma. Curt and his wife, Lois,
live near Mount Union and have six

children.

All Valley REC employees lend a hand
in lining up sponsorships and donations
or helping with tournament activities
on the day of the event. Valley’s previous
tournaments have benefited two high
school classmates battling cancer; an
adult who sustained serious injuries in
a car accident; infants and toddlers with
congenital conditions; a high school
senior with a life-altering digestive disor-
der; and a young man who was para-
lyzed in a swimming accident. Valley
REC plans to host its next tournament

in June 2023. €

ABOVE: Tony, Jessica and
Karmyn Scott.

RIGHT: The morning win-
ning team members were,
from left, Ed Strickler, Ryan
Strickler, Noah Strickler and
Al Weyant.

BELOW: The afternoon win-
ning team members were,
from left, Lantz Thompson,
Luke Thompson, Scott
Ulrich and Pat Goodman.
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Thank you VREC Annual Benefit Golf Outing sponsors and donors!

Platinum
B&L Tree Service Inc. EG Anderson, Inc. Adams Electric Cooperative, Inc.
CFC Keller Engineers, Inc. All In Self Storage, LLC
Harmon Contracting, LLC Mountain Mover Dentistry Altec Industries, Inc.
The Okonite Company Palmer Construction Company, Inc. David M. Maines & Associates, Inc.
Penn Line Tree Service, Inc. The Tri-M Group, LLC Terex Utilities
Power Line Supply Versalift East, LLC

Bronze

CDS (Complete Document Solutions) Morefield Communications Inc.
Creative Composites Group Pennsylvania Networks, Inc.
D&D Electrical Sales, Inc. Sandy Ridge Market,
Eaton Corporation Sandy Ridge Express & A&W
Eden Valley Landscaping Standing Stone Post 1754 VFW
Fairfield Inn & Suites Huntingdon Raystown Lake Sussex Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Gish Logging United Utility Supply
Hubbell Power Systems Utility Engineering, LLC
Marks Brothers Holdings, LLC West Central Equipment, LLC
MH Electric, LLC

Contributors

Ace Fix-It Hardware, Advance Auto Parts, Alicia Henchey, Gina Norris and Randy Boonie, Allegheny Trade Co,, Altec Industries, Inc,
Alternative Technologies Inc, Altoona Crane & Rigging, Inc,, Altoona Curve, Amanda Jenkins State Farm Agency, American Legion Post
518 Orbisonia, American Tool and Supply, Angry Musky Outfitters, Appleby's Drug Store, Autozone, Billy Ayers, Brady Ayers, Heather Ayers,
William and Wanda Ayers, B&B Designed Systems Inc, B. Fisher Creations, Backwoods Smoke Shack, Barley Snyder, LLP, Base Camp
Guns, LLC, Bass Pro, Bedford County Beverage, Bestway Pizza, Cindy Bigelow, Blair Auto Service and Power Equipment, Blue Juniata
Memorial VFW Post 5754, Bobcat of Martinsburg, Book Construction, LLC, Brenneman's Meat Market, Brown & Walters Insurance Agency,
Brumbaugh Lumber, LLC, BTAMC Health & Wellness, Buffamante Whipple Buttafaro, PC, Bumgardner & Flasher Oil, Burgmeier's Hauling
Inc, CM. Fuels Inc, Car Care Pro, Central Electric Cooperative, Inc, Cisney's Auto Parts, City Beverage of Altoona Inc,, Claverack Rural
Electric Cooperative, Inc, Clearidge Event Center, Commissioner Jeff Thomas, Community State Bank of Orbisonia, Cove Lumber, Cove Shoe
Factory Outlet, Craig Fencing Inc, Creswell Advertising, Danielle Lightner Photography, Ethan DeVore, Ryan Dodson, Domina's Pizza, Double
Tap Indoor Gun Range, Drake's Bar and Grill, E.B. Endres Inc, Elus Company, Equipment Depot, Excellence Opto, Inc, EZ Auto Group, LLC,
Family Anderson Roadside Market, The Farmer's Daughter Bakery, First National Bank, Fisher Auto Parts, Fisher's Party Central, Forever
Media, Inc, Frederick's Meat Market, Front Street Subs, Frugal Fashionista, G&H Anderson Excavating, LLC, Generac, Grissinger's Auto, LLC,
GSD Professional Cleaning Services, Cristle Hall, Hammond's Hauling - Custom Farming & Excavating, Henchey Cluckin' Farm, Henderson's
Market, Greg Henry, Heritage Cove Resort, Max Hetrick, Hillbilly's Jerky, Holiday Pools & Spas, Robert Holmes, Hoss's/Marzoni's, Gary Huff,
Huntingdon Copy-Rite & The Banner Zone, Huntingdon Country Club, Huntingdon Elks BPO No. 976, Huntingdon Moose Lodge 223, JM.
Boswell's Pipes & Cigars, Jagged Edge, LLC, Johnstown Tomahawks, Just a Girl in the Garage, Kee-Ta Quay Construction, LLC, Keller's
Country Store, Kelly Kreation, LLC, Keystone ChemDry, Keystone Motorized Toy Store, Keystone Performance and Truck Parts, Konhaus
Print & Marketing, Labor Specialties Inc, Lakes Septic, Lakeview Sheds & Vinyl Products, LLC, Lansberry Electric, LightStorm Security,
LLC, Lisa Detwiler Counseling Services, LLC, Long's Outpost, Luciano's Auto Body, Inc, Maddie Cakes, Mamie's Café and Bakery, Martin
Oil Company, Martinsburg Pizza, McCoy's Lawn & Garden, McFarland Cascade, The Meadows Original Frozen Custard of Hollidaysburg,
Milky Way Restaurant, Jason & Jennel Miller, Katy Miller, Mount Moriah Lodge No. 300, Mount Union Ace Hardware, Mountain Research,
LLC, NAPA Duncansville, NAPA Huntingdon Auto Parts, Lori Neely, New Pig Corporation, Nolt's Furniture, Ody & Wilson, PC,, Osmose
Utilities Services, Inc, Pennsylvania Networks, Inc, Pine Bottom Aviation Services, LLC, Pizza Star Restaurant & Grill, Judy Post, PREA, Price
Beverage Inc, ProArc Mechanical, LLC, Raine to Roses Boutique, Red Beard Barber Shop, Reed, Wertz & Roadman, Inc, ReKlaimed Vines
& Defiant Distillery, Rhodes Meat Market, The Rolling Pin Bakery, Rosati Sales, Inc, Rosenberry-Brady Enterprises, LLC, Runk's Diggin’-
Haulin- Well Drillin’ & Pump Service, RZ3 on the Tree, Saxton Outdoor Supply, Todd Ross, Mike Lansberry, Secure-Tec, Inc,, Shade Gap Farm
Supply; Shagl, Shear Happiness Salon, Sheetz, Jonathan Shields, Matt & Rachel Shoop, Small Town Pizza, Small Town Scents, Somerset
Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc, Spring Creek Diner, LLC, Stenger & Associates Inc, Stock's Dairy Farm, Brooke Stonerook & Kathy Luprek,
Ed Strickler, Strickler's Ice, Bottled Water, & Cold Beer, Stuckey Ford, Subway-Martinsburg, Tame Your Mane, Brook Thompson, Tinman Body
Shop Inc, Traditions Restaurant and Bakery, Transformer Maintenance & Service Inc, Tricia & Ashlee, Troutman Family, Tulpehocken Mountain
Spring Water, United Electric Cooperative, Inc, UPMC Health Plan, UTV International, The Village Tavern, Versatile On-Site Laboratory Testing
Services, LLC, VREC Martinsburg District Office, Walker's Homestead Goods, Walmart, Wendy Elizabeth Photography, Wesco/Anixter, Taylor
Whitsel, Woody's Bar B-Q, Yocum's Monuments, Stephanie Zelem
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